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I express appreciation to all those who submitted manuscripts
to JACC this past year and to all those reviewers who gener-
ously donated their time and expertise in reviewing them. I am
also grateful to the Associate Editors and our full-time staff
who work so hard to maintain the excellence of the Journal.
Kevin Brennan, who was Managing Editor for 5 years, elected
to step down on December 31 to pursue a literary career. We
welcome Christine Arturo as our new Managing Editor. Chris-
tine brings considerable experience to this position and is an
excellent choice to manage our staff and the Journal.
Dr. Fran Klocke has served 5 years as a consulting editor,
handling all manuscripts from the University of California San
Francisco and serving as a special consultant to me. Because of
his recent appointment as Chair of the American College of
Cardiology (ACC) Publications Committee, and to avoid a
conflict of interest, he has stepped down as Consulting Editor,
effective July 1, 1997. We appreciate his invaluable service. I
am pleased to announce that Dr. Gottlieb Friesinger has
accepted a 5-year appointment to serve as Consulting Editor,
beginning July 1, 1997. Bud brings a wealth of experience in
cardiology and the ACC to this new position.
As of December 1996, there were 31,467 subscriptions to
JACC, a 1.1% increase over 1995. In part because of all the
new pharmaceutical agents introduced in 1996, advertising
pages increased 49.3% over 1995. In 1996, JACC attracted over
25% of all the pharmaceutical advertising pages in cardiology
journals, an increase of 3.1 percentage points, which main-
tained its leadership position in this category. A syndicated
research study of readership found that 67% of cardiologists
surveyed read four of four issues, over 20% higher than our
nearest competitor.
To date, translation agreements have been executed for
three Spanish language editions (in Mexico, Argentina and
Spain), a Portuguese edition for Brazil and an Italian edition.
Elsevier is also negotiating Japanese translation rights for
reprints from JACC. The first edition of the 1996 JACC on
CD-ROM was released in the late fall and included full text and
graphics for the first seven issues of 1996.
The editorial office received over 1,900 manuscripts in 1996
and published 3,444 pages. The acceptance rate of manuscripts
remained at about 23%, and the lag time from acceptance to
publication remained at about 5 months; 87% of published
articles are clinical, and 13% are experimental studies. In 1996,
57% of submissions originated from outside the United States,
a 3% increase over 1995. The rank order of submission of
manuscripts by country (outside the United States) was Japan,
Italy, Germany, France, the United Kingdom and Canada. As
another step in international cardiology, I am pleased to
announce that JACC will publish the abstracts of the 13th
World Congress of Cardiology, to be held in Rio De Janeiro,
Brazil, from April 26 to 30, 1998.
On behalf of all the editors and staff of JACC, I appreciate
the interest of all readers in the Journal. I welcome your
comments and suggestions. At the beginning of our second
5-year term, we pledge our continued efforts to not only
maintain the excellence of JACC but to make it even better.
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